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As part of monthly support meetings amongst staff, we are attempting to build self-care into
our day-to-day working at SAWCC. This past month we held a hybrid support meeting and self
-care session where we painted our/each other’s nails. It was a morning full of colour and
sharing and definitely something we intend on repeating! For fabulous nails and fabulous conversation, you know where to find us!
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CENTRE UPDATE
Summertime Centre Hours/heure d’ouverture
Monday—Friday—9am—5pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday/mardi, mercredi & vendredi– 9am-5pm
The Centre is wheelchair accessible
Le centre est accessible aux fauteuils roulants.
Volunteers
If you are interested in helping out at the Centre, please contact Homa
(Ext. 102 or homa@bellnet.ca) to coordinate a meeting!

Next EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 29th August. 6pm to meet, eat, read documents. 6:30pm business meeting begins.
All members are welcome and encouraged to attend and to participate.

SAWCC Bulletin – submissions guidelines
SAWCC members are encouraged to send submissions to the Bulletin, to share items of interest with other members.
Send submissions to: sawccbulletin@gmail.com
If using the post send to: SAWCC Bulletin, 1035 Rachel est, Montreal, Quebec, H2J 2J3
Submissions should reach by the 25th of the month.
Submissions may be original work or reprints (with permission) and can include -- art, reports, photos, information, opinion pieces,
short fiction, poetry, announcements, recipes, etc.
Publication criteria is guided by SAWCC’s commitment to not negatively discriminate on the basis of physical and mental ability, religion, colour, nationality, age, sexual orientation and identity, caste, and class. Publication is further guided by the feminist ethos of sisterhood, and principles of intersectionality*, equality, equity, and transparency. As well, material that may violate confidentiality of individuals without their consent will not be published.
SAWCC reserves the right to select, reject or edit submissions.
When authorship identified, items reflect the views of the authors.
*Intersectionality -- the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, class, and gender as they apply to a given individual or
group, regarded as creating overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage.
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SAY/JSA UPDATE
We also have a NEW group on Facebook, check us out! Search: South Asian Youth (SAY) Collective
South Asian Youth (SAY) Collective invites you to our next Young South
Asian Women's Support Meet-up! The meeting will be held on Friday
August 12th, 2016 from 6:00—7:30pm at 2110 Mackay Ave.
This support space will be FREE and held for women ages 17-30 who
identify as South Asian. Meet-ups will be 1.5 hours long at a time that is
accessible for as many people as possible. Snacks will be provided.
Our purpose is to create a space to share our story and experiences and
offer each other peer support.
If you would like to attend our support meet-ups, please e-mail sawccyouth@gmail.com
We aim to provide safe(r) spaces that are inclusive, anti-racist, sexpositive, and LGBTQ, queer and trans positive.

The Dance Troupe is meeting next week! Check out our Fb page or email us to find
out the exact date and time.
If you’re interested in participating please get in touch with your availabilities so we
can plan meetings to accommodate people’s schedules as much as possible. Email us
at: sawccyouth@gmail.com OR call us at: 514-528-8812 ext 105 OR get in touch via
Facebook: South Asian Youth (SAY) Collective

Queer Between the Covers Bookfair
Saturday August 13, 2016
11am to 6pm
Centre communautaire de loisirs Sainte-Catherine d’Alexandrie
1700, Rue Amherst
Salon du livre Queer entre les couvertures
samedi le 13 août 2016
11h à 18h
Centre communautaire de loisirs Sainte-Catherine d’Alexandrie
1700, Rue Amherst
◊◊◊◊◊ ACCESSIBILITY INFO ◊◊◊◊◊
◊ The event is free and open to all.
◊ The bookfair will be held in a wheelchair accessible space with wheelchair accessible, gender-neutral washrooms.
◊ You can find detailed information about the space physical accessibility and the space location here : http://tinyurl.com/venueaccessibility
◊ We will give out free bus/metro tickets, available upon request at the welcome table. Limited quantity, so first come first serve!
◊ There will be a seating area
◊ We will be offering free childcare throughout the day.
◊ Free vegan food and coffee will be served.
◊ We strive to make the bookfair a scent-reduced space to make it more accessible to people with chemical and fragrance sensitivities.
◊◊◊ If you're a smoker, we ask you to smoke in the smoking area which will be 25 feet from entrance, and to wait at least five minutes after you're
done before entering the space to « air out » a little bit.
◊◊◊ We ask everyone to refrain from wearing perfume, cologne, essential oils, scented body and haircare products or other scented or chemical
products to the fair.
◊ For more information on our commitment to access, you can visit : http://tinyurl.com/accessibilitycommitment
***** If you have any questions or concerns during the day, we encourage you to go talk to the collective members sitting at the welcome table.
Until then, you can contact us at queerbetweenthecovers(at)gmail(dot)com
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SAWCC Picnic
This year SAWCC’s annual picnic took place at Long Sault Beach on the 30th of July. The SAWCC team’s superb planning and
organization and a little help from nature resulted in making another beautiful memory for all those who participated. The day
started early for the SAWCC team who were present at the two pick up points (Metro Namur & Metro Parc) to receive the picnic
goers. Three school buses and a few cars (around 160 people) left Montreal around 9:30 am for a welcomed 2 hour ride. A reserved and cordoned area was waiting for SAWCC picnickers when they reached the beach. Everyone spread around after enjoying samosa and juice offered by the SAWCC team. Children and adults equally enjoyed the water because the weather was
perfect for swimming. The abundant South Asian food was generously shared and appreciated by all participants. The games
organized and facilitated by the SAWCC team produced many laughs, jokes and new bonds among the participants. The SAWCC
group left Long Sault Beach around 5:00 pm tired but happy and looking forward to the next picnic.
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CAKES!
We are lucky to be surrounded by some incredibly talented women at SAWCC. This month’s spotlight is on Mangaie. Mangaie
is generally a pretty fantastic colleague to be around; always so caring and helpful. But she also happens to be one of our resident bakers and this month she’s sharing a chocolate cake recipe of hers, as well as some pictures of some of her magical creations. Enjoy!
Ingredients













1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
2 cups white sugar
3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
2 eggs
1 cup strong brewed coffee
1 cup buttermilk
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour two 9 inch round cake pans or one 9x13 inch pan.
 In large bowl combine flour, sugar, cocoa, baking soda, baking powder and salt. Make a well in the center.
 Add eggs, coffee, buttermilk, oil and vanilla. Beat for 2 minutes on medium speed. Batter will be thin. Pour into prepared
pans.
 Bake at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) for 30 to 40 minutes, or until toothpick inserted into center of cake comes out
clean. Cool for 10 minutes, then remove from pans and finish cooling on a wire rack. Fill and frost as desired.
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Tragedy in Nice
Dear friends,
Yesterday, over 80 men, women and children were ploughed down by a truck in Nice as they came together
to watch fireworks and celebrate their national heritage on Bastille Day.
The terror these families felt is unimaginable and the fear this breeds for all of us when we see an ordinary, everyday truck is precisely what the killer wanted to achieve. Today's extremists want to split the human family. To
riddle us with suspicion and drive us to divide into small groups where we fear anyone who doesn't look like us,
speak our language, or practice our religion.
We all want safety for our families, but the more we turn our back on the 'others', the more the violent minority of
extremists win. And it's so crucial at these times to remember those extremists are the real minority -- 99% of the
1.6 billion Muslims are more horrified than anyone that these attacks are made in the name of their religion.
Dr Martin Luther King famously said: "Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that." Let's make sure our community is a force for light and a force for
love across our wounded planet every time extremists try to drive us apart. Click to send a message of love to
declare we are undivided -- our messages will be plastered across attacked cities from Nice to Orlando to
Baghdad to fiercely show our solidarity and overwhelm hate with our love
It can feel like ISIS and their xenophobic counterparts like Trump, Farage and Le Pen are growing in strength.
That is exactly what they want us to believe. In truth the overwhelming majority of us - Muslim, Christian,
Buddhist, Jewish, agnostic, atheist - live in harmony with each other, respecting our diversity. It is a tiny minority who use bloody weapons and violent lies to create the most powerful tool - fear - to drive us apart.
But we can meet that fear with love in a way that matters. We delivered flowers to refugees in Cologne who were
victims of xenophobia, and covered Paris and Beirut with posters of love after attacks there, and when people saw
the messages from around the world, they smiled -- saying it quelled their anxiety and strengthened their sense of
shared humanity.
Of course this cannot be the only response -- security is crucial to protect our communities, and military action is
*required* to go after ISIS and dictators like Assad that fuel their rise. It's also critical we devise policies to defeat
the misery that leads to extremism, and deal head on with Islamophobia. And we need to consider how to
help those who turn to extremism.
But today, let’s do our part to simply ensure that love, the transformational antidote to this hate, blooms across the
world. THAT is the extremists' nightmare -- that their terror campaigns backfire to create an even stronger wave
of love. Click to send a message of sympathy and solidarity to show we are one human family:
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/we_are_undivided_pa_31/?bcDBQdb&v=79137&cl=10374693381&_checksum=
6e2dfcd97ba6d56c5a1dd018f261bb815707bf4feea9fe0faeccba8bcf810370
These are dark times, and terror and division are spreading fast and deep, everywhere. Our people have met moments like this before by listening to each other more deeply. If we can follow the words of Jo Cox MP, who was
brutally assassinated, and see that there is truly more that unites us than divides us, these violent groups will lose
the sea that they swim in, and drown.
With love and determination,
Mia, Rewan, Alice, Emma, Wissam, Dalia, Fadi, Fatima and the whole Avaaz team

Source: Avaaz listserve email
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Let’s Talk About Sex
Condom comeback of the month

It doesn’t feel
good

Neither does
sleeping alone.

What does “virginity” mean? Many people believe that a person loses their virginity when the hymen is “broken” the first
time a penis enters the vagina. However, many people “lose” their hymen at an earlier age from physical activity, and some are
born without a hymen at all
What’s the hymen? The hymen is the piece of flesh that mostly blocks the vagina. It has a hole at the centre that lets menstrual
blood pass through. If the hole is small and the tissue is fragile, the hymen will probably tear when a penis (or object or tampon
or finger) is inserted into the vagina. This is why some people bleed after their first experience with vaginal intercourse. Some
hymens, however, are strong and stretchy and don’t tear easily, not even when a penis passes through. So it’s not true that if a
person doesn’t bleed after their “first time” they weren’t a “virgin.”
(content taken from the Head & Hands Peer Education Manual, with changes to pronouns)
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Pervers/Cité

August 4 - August 14, 2016
Pervers/Cité is a collaboratively organized radical queer summer festival taking place August 4 – 14th 2015. In a climate of corporate gay agendas and whitewashed homogeneity, Pervers/Cité strives to provide a schedule of activities to reanimate the radical underpinnings to the pride movement.
Events include:
The 2016 edition of the Queer Between the Covers bookfair (details inside)
Re:Orientations -- free screening, with director Richard Fung in attendance
More at: http://www.perverscite.org/en/
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ANOTHER WORLD IS NEEDED, TOGETHER IT IS POSSIBLE
World Social Forum, Montreal 9-14 August 2016
More at: https://fsm2016.org/en/
If you wish to participate to the WSF, register here:
https://fsm2016.org/en/participer/sinscrire/
Events include:
Travelling photo exhibit SOLIDARITY PORTRAITS: the Americas in struggle 10-12 August,
UQAM (PK1150)
Women resisting militarization, occupation, wars of aggression! Friday 12 August 9-11:30am
World Café on Neo-colonialism, extractivism, violence and criminalization of social protest.
Friday 12 August 1-3:30pm
Fighting for BDS: Facing Down Israel’s Backlash Friday 12 August 1-3:30PM;
“Confronting Israeli Apartheid”
AND Critical voices from the South about WSF 2016, Montreal
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Pervers/Cité (con’t)
PERVERSITÉ – UNDERSIDE OF PRIDE EVENTS cont’d from previous page...
The 2016 edition of the Queer Between the Covers bookfair – 9th annual edition
Saturday 13 August 11am-6pm
This event is taking place in Tio’tia:ke, on colonized Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk) territory, aka Montreal, Qc.
Centre communautaire de loisirs Sainte-Catherine d’Alexandrie
1700 Rue Amherst, Montréal, QC, H2L 3L5
www.queerbetweenthecovers.org/en
Queer Between the Covers is organized by a collective of volunteers with the support of QPIRG Concordia. Through this event,
we hope to provide access to queer materials that are otherwise unavailable or hard to find in the city, as well as draw attention
to the role of queer bookstores in providing community space and supporting queer cultural production.
The book fair is being organized as part of the tenth annual Pervers/Cité, a series of events aimed at providing a financially accessible and issue-based alternative to the city’s annual pride festival.
Last year’s book fair attracted several hundred participants and this year we are aiming to build upon this success. We are inviting local and out of town bookstores, publishers, zine distros, and individual zinesters and authors to bring queer books, zines,
videos, and other materials to sell. … We aim for the bookfair to reflect our collective’s strong commitment to anti-racism, anticolonialism, anti-capitalism, anti-ableism, and gender and body self-determination and feminism. Therefore, we will prioritize
spaces for applicants who experience intersecting oppressions and whose work stands in solidarity with these struggles.
QBtC is committed to creating a space that prioritizes those who experience intersecting oppressions and those who are acting in
solidarity with them. As such, we encourage anyone who is planning to attend the bookfair to take personal accountability for the
ways in which their choices of things such as clothing play into experiences of oppression. If you are someone, for example, who
is white and chooses to wear dreadlocks or other culturally appropriative fashions (e.g., “native” art that is not made by native
people, bindis, etc.), we encourage you to consider whether this might make BIPOC feel uncomfortable or unwelcome.
————————————————————————————————Re:Orientations (Richard Fung, 2016, Canada, 68 min., English with French subtitles.).
Concordia University Alumni Auditorium (H110), 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd W (Métro Guy).
Sunday August 7, 7pm. Admission free.
Toronto video artist, writer, and teacher Richard Fung made his first video in 1984 called Orientations: Lesbian and Gay Asians,
featuring 14 people of South, Southeast and East Asian backgrounds. It was the first documentary on queer Asians and racialized
queers in Canada.
More than three decades later, Re:Orientations reconnects with seven of the original participants three decades later, as they
become reacquainted with the footage of their younger selves. The documentary retraces their lives, taking stock of how the
lived experience of sexuality, race, gender, class, and nation has both shifted and remained constant over the years. Younger
queer and trans artists, academics and activists also appear, deepening and contextualizing these conversations and the larger
project of exploring this history.
Quebec premiere. Director Richard Fung in attendance. Hosted by Alan Wong.
Presented by the Queer Media Database Canada Québec and the Concordia University Program in Interdisciplinary Studies in
Sexuality, in proud partnership with Qouleur and Pervers-cité.
http://www.mediaqueer.ca/news/re-orientations-richard-fung-quebec-premiere-qouleur-perverscite
————————————————————————————————————WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2016 MONTREAL – some events, cont’d from cover
World Café on Neo-colonialism, extractivism, violence and criminalization of social protest. The Committee for Human
Rights in Latin America (CDHAL), in collaboration with various organizations, is organizing a World Café on Neo-colonialism,
extractivism, violence and criminalization of social protest, an event which forms part of activities organized by the self-managed
committee on Extractivism, Power of Transnational Corporations, and Free Trade Agreements.
The World Café is a friendly and intergenerational meeting space in which to remember, to collect and to share knowledge and
experiences of popular, peasant and indigenous social struggles for the defence of communities and territories.
Location:
McGill University
Burnside Hall (Room 1B36)
805 Sherbrooke street West, Montreal
Please confirm your presence to education@cdhal.org
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Pervers/Cité (con’t)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Women resisting militarization, occupation, wars of aggression!
Friday 12 August 9-11:30am Hosted by International Women’s Alliance in Canada
Speakers from Palestine, to Kurdistan, to the Philippines, as well as in indigenous communities and neighbourhoods in Canada,
will share their experiences in this workshop at the World Social Forum. (Date and time to be confirmed).
Building a strong anti-imperialist women's movement is part of the struggle for a just peace.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Fighting for BDS: Facing Down Israel’s Backlash
Discussion workshop
Friday 12 August 13:00 - 15:30
Palestinian civil society has called for an international campaign of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against the state of
Israel. Around the world, BDS has begun to win significant victories in universities, unions, and even entire countries. Faced with
this surging movement, Israel has organized an international backlash to rollback these victories and defend its apartheid regime that oversees the ongoing colonization of Palestine. This panel will discuss how to expand the BDS movement’s victories,
defeat the Zionist counter-offensive, and build solidarity with the Palestinian liberation struggle.
Speakers
Sabine Freisinger, BDS Québec
Mary-Jo Nadeau, Faculty 4 Palestine
Wael Elasady, International Socialist Organization
Ali Abunimah, Electronic Intifada
Discussion workshop
Aug 12 2016 13:00 - 15:30
Cégep du Vieux Montréal (Local 855)
255, Rue Ontario E
Montréal, QC, Canada
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Conférenciers: Ali Abunimah, Omar Barghouti, Zahia El-Masri et Jamal Jom’a.
Organisateurs: The Palestine Committee in collaboration with:
Coalition BDS-Quebec, Centre justice et foi & PAJU.
DESCRIPTION:
Four Palestinians, who have practiced their activism internationally, will speak about ways to confront Israeli Apartheid, and explain how societies worldwide can contribute to bring justice for the Palestinian people. The speakers will develop the three demands of the BDS movement, how to sustain it, and the best ways to further expand its effect.
BIOS:
***
Ali Abunimah: Palestinian-American journalist and author of The Battle For Justice in Palestine. Founder of the news website The
Electronic Intifada.
***
Omar Barghouti: Founder of the Palestinian BDS National Committee. Author of the book Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: The
Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights.
***
Zahia El-Masri: Palestinian refugee, Palestinian-Canadian activist
***
Jamal Jom’a: Member of the Palestinian BDS National Committee and coordinator of the Palestinian organisation Stop The Wall.
***
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Critique of World Social Forum
(Posted by Jai Sen on radicaldesis. “It is interesting, and I think very important and significant, to see – after the decision last year by
the International Council of the World Social Forum to, for the first time, organise a world edition of the WSF process in the North
[coming up in Montréal, on unceded Mohawk territory on Turtle Island, next month], and for reasons that were never made clear –
nothing less than a demand from somewhere in the South that ‘the WSF return to the South’… And with a strongly worded critique
and denunciation of the social and political consequences of organising the WSF in the North – in short, the exclusion of movements
from the South -, and also of the lack of response and support by the organisers of the Montréal Forum…”)
West African social movements demand a return of the World Social Forum in the South!
We, women, men, youths, students, peasants, traders, researchers, migrants, social activists, citizens of the West African space ,
mobilized from 13th to 16th July in Conakry, Republic of Guinea, we adopt this statement on the occasion of the 5th edition of the
West African Social Forum which focused on the theme "After more than two decades of globalization: What challenges for the
governance in a context of political crises, socioeconomic and safe and what answers for the African social movement? "
Participants, who came from Mali, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Togo, Senegal, Nigeria, Niger, Côte d'Ivoire and the different regions
of Guinea, welcome the stimulus dynamic of West African's and African's social movements within the social forum which is underway since almost a year.
This revival and dynamic reorganization was facilitated by the mobilization of social actors in the subregion during the meetings
of consultations and discussions held in September 2015 in Dakar, Senegal and whose this West African Social Forum is the culmination.
In this difficult geopolitical environment marked by many challenges facing the continent, on the bottom of multifaceted crises
(security, migration, energy, economic, climatic, environmental, political and food), West Africans social movements could not
remain indifferent given the stakes.
Faced with the global crisis of the capitalist system and the bankruptcy of the neoliberal mode of governance dictated by multinational corporations and Western powers, seeking to reclaim our continent, the resistors are organized all over the world for
the advent of sustainable alternatives, which respect human rights, equity, social justice and equal opportunities. Africa has become the continent's most coveted by economic and financial powers who rely ensure their profits now and in the future by grabbing the continent's resources.
By unfair trade agreements such as the EPAs (Economic Partnership Agreements), which the EU wants to impose on countries of
the African, Caribbean and Pacific, and the imposition at the head of our countries of leaders who cooperate with the financial
and international political system, neoliberalism continues to spread its tentacles in Africa at the expense of its people.
This new neoliberal breakthrough is made possible by armed conflict and terrorist sponsored violence on the continent by the
powers that profit from the instability of countries to maximize their profits and their grip on our natural resources. The African
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Critique of World Social Forum (con’t)
people private of their rights to work, to food, to housing, freedom of movement, to free choice of their leaders; and in view of
climatic disasters and wars that multiply on the continent, have no option but to take the road to exile with the risk of dying in the
deserts or seas. The losses are enormous with repetitive wrecking of migrant's boats. The awareness of this situation could only
lead to a re-mobilization of progressive forces and social movements on the continent.
Regretting the situation of lethargy that knows the African Social Forum Council, the various social organizations and social
movements on the continent have committed to participate in the revival of the social dynamics so that the African Social Forum
returns to its place in the International Council, which will only enhance the space of the World Social Forum.
Thus, the Guinean Social Movement, proud of its historic role as a pioneer in the emancipation movements on the continent, has
kindly agreed to host his colleagues in the subregion to reflect on the current challenges that plague the continent.
The success of Conakry's forum is proof that the African social movement can count on the sons and daughters of the continent to
make that historic struggle which began decades ago for the total liberation of Africa from the domination of international system, a reality.
The work of the 5th edition of the West African Social Forum have made a number of recommendations including:
- The need for different CSO platforms of West Africa to build a synergy of action and cooperation on major emerging topics of
global geopolitical context of which include: migration, terrorism, management of natural resources and land grabbing;
- Strengthening solidarity between social organizations and citizens of the subregion to face the political and social instability
resulting constitutional amendments and the lack of dialogue between political actors;
- The creation and promotion of permanent framework for the exchange between civil society, government and development
partners;
- Strengthening of institutional, material and financial supports of the Governments to the dynamics of social fora at national, sub
regional and regional levels, this is because the social forum is the largest open space for dialogue and credible alternatives and
proposals lasting between social actors on the one hand and on the other between players in the economic and politic;
- Boosting social fora at national and regional level to which, the meeting of Conakry is a starting point;
- The need for organizations of Guinean civil society to create and strengthen frameworks for dialogue and collaborative actions
in a structured frame, for more efficiency in their commitment to the promotion of human rights and social justice;
- The inclusive review, foundations, own principles and values of civil society that should be disseminated at all levels;

Page 13

Critique of World Social Forum (con’t)
At the end of Conakry forum, which was a success by the strong mobilization of actors and its thematic content, despite the
time and the conditions in which this 5th edition was organized, the various delegations thanked all the people of Guinea, the
organizing Committee carried by the CNOSCG, CECIDE, BALAI CITOYEN, THE GURG, THE WOMEN PLATFORMS and CSO,
with the support of the Guinean government, and all the partners who contributed to the organization of the African meeting:
OSIWA, EUROPEAN UNION, ECES, UNDP, UNICEF, PARTENERS WEST AFRICA and the NED, ACTION AID SENEGAL.
A few weeks before the World Social Forum in Montreal from 9 to 14 August 2016, the West African social movement on behalf
of the African social movement, cantor of current resistors on the martyr continent of Africa, however, sees excluded from the
dynamics of the global resistance to neoliberalism. Because the difficulties of access to the Canadian visa, the high cost of air
tickets to Montreal and lack of communication with African social movements have made uncertain the participation of Southern social movements at the World Social Forum 2016.
The show of solidarity expected of the organizing committee in Canada and the International Council as was often the case
through the Solidarity Fund under the previous world social fora to facilitate mass participation of southern social movements,
however, remained unanswered.
The meeting in Conakry allowed African social movements to address this situation and regret that the holding of the Forum
editions in the North disadvantage the participation of the south countries organizations. To this end, the Conakry meeting
reaffirmed that Africa will organize the next edition of the African Social Forum in Abidjan in November 2016, so this edition
will be an opportunity to restore the work of the Montreal Forum by some delegates who will participate and move forward on
reviving African dynamics around the forum.
In conclusion, participants in the Conakry's forum, on behalf and account of the whole African social movement denounced the
holding of the World Social Forum in a space that does not allow effective participation of activists and actors in the South in
general and Africa in particular.
Thus, it calls for a return of the World Social Forum in the South to facilitate the mobilization of the biggest victims of neoliberal
globalization that are the martyrs people of the South and Africa, who bear the brunt of neoliberal policies.
In terms of the African agenda, the Forum of Conakry, held that the next two editions of the West African Social Forum will take
place successively in Lome, Togo, in 2017 and Niamey in Niger in 2018, and is committed to present an African bid to host the
next edition of the 2018 World Social Forum, saying the candidacy of Senegal.
Long live to the West African Social Forum!
Long live to the African Social Forum!
United that remains alive and solidary the World Social Forum.
Done at Conakry July 16, 2016
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Critique of World Social Forum (con’t)
Five questions to the proponents of the World Social Forum 2016 in Montreal
24 June 2016
(blog post on http://www.mediacoop.ca/blog/carrenoir/33693)
(This is an edited version. The complete version can be found at the site above. Ed.)
On March 31st, Le Devoir, the last independent daily newspaper in Quebec, reported that Montreal would host the next World
Social Forum (WSF) in 2016. The article refers to the recent decision of the International Council (IC) of the World Social Forum
announced with great fanfare in Tunis. It also specifies that it is the first time that a Social Forum is to be held in the Northern hemisphere, after numerous past successes in the South in Latin American countries and in post-revolutionary Tunisia.
Though the proponents of the Montreal proposal welcomed with the greatest joy the International Council's green light, several
fundamental questions remain unanswered, especially regarding the plausibility of their aims. Core issues are still unresolved,
namely the level of local and international participants, funding sources and, most importantly, the real political impact of the
magnitude of required resources on social groups and movements already grappling with many difficulties in Quebec and in the
rest of Canada. The stakes and the risks are high. It is time for the proponents of the event, if they are serious about turning it into
a real political success, finally address the issues raised by their project.
1- Who will be the 80,000 people expected at the WSF 2016?
The proponents of the WSF in Montreal announced a record mobilization of 50,000 to 80,000 people. However, this estimate appears unrealistic considering, first, the last WSF experience in Tunis that gathered 48,600 people and, second, the past Canadian
experiences of Social Forums. … In August 2014, the first Peoples Social Forum held in Ottawa brought together between 5,000
and 6,000 people from Quebec, Canada, and First Nations. The issue of the number of participants is important because it is an
indicator of the political success of the event but also the finances, since every participant pays registration fees.
According to the global statistics of the World Social Forum, compiled after every event, local participants systematically constitute 80% of the total participation. Moreover, past forum experiences in Quebec teaches us that on average, the province is only
able to mobilize 4,000 people each time. …. That would represent quite a challenge as it would need to boost the average participation by a 1000% to 1500%.
The level of international participation for the event is another layer of uncertainty. Because of Canadian visa restrictions, high
costs of transport and accommodation for those coming from overseas during in the high tourist season, many international participants will face great obstacles before being able to attend. Given the importance of those barriers, proponents of the WSF in
Montreal admitted the problem in their own original presentation of Montreal's candidacy to the International Council. As a
“solution”, they suggested a “massive use of the Internet's potential to foster 1,000 simultaneous remote Social Forums in the four
corners of the world". …
The Canadian (outside Quebec) and Aboriginal participation is also a huge challenge given the size of the Canadian state. For
the People Social Forum in August 2014, a solidarity fund of nearly 40,000$ had been set up mainly to allow the participation of
indigenous communities and people from the West and Maritimes who otherwise would never have been able to participate.
Even at the preparatory meetings, such funds had been put forward with the same goal in mind, which is to ensure their participation. Will this be the case of the WSF 2016? …
2- Who will pay the 2.4 million that the project requires?
The proponents of the Montreal WSF are proposing a total budget of 2.4 million, including 1.6 million from participants registration fees, sponsorships, and government programs. They also spoke of a total of $830,000 in services and facilities that they hope
to receive for free from volunteers, universities and colleges as well as the city of Montreal.
The financial analysis of the previous three Social Forums held in Canada, however, reveals problems with each of these budget
lines. …
3- What are the political objectives of the WSF 2016?
If the issues of money or participation could be seen as “technicalities” by some, the main question raised by the possibility of a
WSF in Montreal is much more fundamental. It is articulated around the very political objectives of the project. According to its
proponents, the aim of the process is to “boost local social struggles by giving them international resonance”. Though the intention appears honourable, even considering the excepted difficulties regarding the mobilization in Quebec, Canada and internationally, the usefulness of this “international resonance” remains to be demonstrated for social movements in Quebec and Canada who are already involved on multiples fronts against the provincial and federal governments. In that context, we must ask the
question of the proportionality of the human and financial investments required by the WSF 2016 in relation to the expected benefits for the very social movements it aims to boost.
So far, on the question of the very purpose of the Forum and the expected results, the documentation offered by proponents of
the WSK 2016 only manages to provide vague logistical answers. They tell us of long demonstrations that will open and close the
event, “1500 self-organized activities” will happen within a “World Social Territory” of “3 km from UQAM to Concordia Universi-
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ty” with “gathering places” on the “premises of these two universities, the Cégep du Vieux-Montréal (a college), the Emilie
Gamelin Place, the Place des Festivals, the Victoria Square and the Convention Centre. That is certainly a lot of space. But it
doesn't answer the question as to the expected or desired outcomes of the event for the social struggles here. The WSF 2016 only
exists for the event and will not survive its own process.
To highlight the importance of a clear political project behind a Social Forum, it serves to look at the initial goals of the 2014 People Social Forum. Thirty months were required to build, through social movements, a social forum with the aims of creating historical alliances between Quebec, Canada, and First Nations. It was an innovative project in the context of an all-out attacks by
the federal government against all spheres and sectors of civil society. The premise was – and still is – that different groups and
movements from Quebec, Canada, and First Nations must learn to work together because they have a common enemy. Those
links and alliances must be nurtured, not discarded.
So far, the project of the Montreal WSF appears without any purpose. The event does not seem to address any political issue other than its own occurrence in August 2016. Moreover, the achievements of the People Social Forum are ignored as demonstrated
by the lack of willingness to involve or retain any commitment from the sheer number of social groups and movements who were
involved in the People Social Forum. It is revealing to compare the list of groups that supported each event. As far as the Montreal WSF is concerned, there is a blatant lack of representation from movements in English Canada and indigenous movements.
There is even a stark absence of important groups in the Quebec civil society, the very basis, at least in theory, of the Montreal
WSF. Where are the important women's rights groups? The students? Where are environmental groups and citizens active on the
climate justice front? The labour groups and the unions? Not only did those important groups have not yet expressed support for
the Montreal WSF, but the overwhelming majority of them have not been approached or consulted on the matter of the political
orientations of the event.
4- Is the WSF 2016 rooted in social movements?
The lack of prior consultation with local social movements and others social justice actors speaks to the disconnection between
the WSF project and the people. The fact that those behind it chose to first convince the International Council of the merit of their
project before convincing local movements, who are supposed to be at the heart of the process and are supposed to be the main
beneficiaries of it is another indicator of that disconnection. The majority of those involved in the WSF 2016 main organizing
body are individuals neither connected to local social movements nor representing any of them.
The same mistake was done in 2009 when organizing for the second Quebec Social Forum. At that time, social movements were
barely consulted during the process. As a result, most of them chose to simply sit idly without engaging. In the end, there was a
significant decline in the 2009 forum compared to the 2007 one. Unfortunately, the same recipe for a forum without connections
to social movements is still presented to us for 2016.
After the death of the Quebec Social Forum in 2009, the idea of a new social forum in Canada was revived during the People Social Forum as bridges between French Canada, English Canada and Indigenous movements were built. Yet, the work done during that process, though it was unprecedented, doesn't seem to have left traces as, only 18 months later, we find ourselves in a
process focused mainly on Quebec. It may constitute a desirable side track for some members of the large nationalist Quebec
left who do not wish to bother themselves with endless conversations with the anglophones or the indigenous communities. How
can we claim to be ready for a World Social Forum in Canada if not a single debate with those two groups were held?
5- How to hold a real WSF 2016 on those conditions?
Several fundamental concerns remain unanswered here. Will the social groups and movements mobilize for the event? What
expectations should we have in terms of support to local struggles? What is real involvement from outside Quebec, including
indigenous movements and from overseas? What are the financial implications for movements already struggling on many
fronts, both at the provincial and federal levels? What are the long-term prospects? …
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REMEMBERING FEISTY AND FIERY YOLANDE
BROWN, Yolande Lauretta
After a courageous battle with cancer on July 6, 2016, at the age of 56. Predeceased by her parents Lionel and Prisca (Rodrigues) Brown.
Dear sister of Nanette (Ken Alinauskas), Valerie (Dr. Marc Fishman), Maria (Dr. John Chrome) and Leonard Brown. Beloved Aunt Yo of
Karen (Nathan Love) and Mark Alinauskas (Rebecca), Danielle and Richard Fishman, Ryan (Jennifer) and Meera Harper. Great-aunt of
Hannah Harper, and Bobby Love. She is survived by her maternal Aunt, Helen Rodrigues.
[Obituary in Ottawa Citizen]
REMEMBERING FEISTY AND FIERY YOLANDE
I met Yolande at Concordia when we were both undergrad students in the 1970s, members of a South Asian students organization. We
were among the very small minority of female students in the group, which wasn’t always the easiest situation. Yolande, Christabelle
Moore (from Pakistan) and I were also curiosities of sorts -- we weren’t Bengali, Punjabi, or Tamil, etc. Our mother tongues were not
Marathi, Urdu or Hindi. And we were also Christian. (This heterogeneity of South Asia is something we recognize and welcome and are
proud of in SAWCC). Yolande and I became good friends as we worked on many projects together. We lived literally next door to the
university, whereas Yolande’s home was a bit further off. So often she stayed nights with us, after events. It was through Yolande that I
met her sister Maria.
One of the aims of the student group was to bring together students from the many parts of South Asia, rather than have specific groups
as had been the tradition – Pakistani, Indian, etc. . We put on concerts and information displays which were great successes. We also
worked with other ‘ethnic’ (as they were called at the time) student groups at the university, such as the Armenian Student Association,
Latin American Student Association, Greek Student Association, Iranian Student Association, Caribbean Student Association, and so on,
to ensure that issues facing many ‘foreign’ (as in students on ‘student’ visas) did not get side-lined. And it wasn’t too far off from 1969
and the black student movement against institutional and systemic racism at Concordia. Many of us successfully ran for office in the
main Concordia University Student Association (at the time), the main student governing body, to ensure better representation at this
level.
This was also when for the very first time the Québec government decided to charge differential fees for foreign students. While it appeared to many as an issue of equity – why should Québec subsidize the education of foreign students who would return to their countries of origin – it was a break from a decades-long practice of same fees for all students. Moreover, many foreign students did not come
from privileged backgrounds; it was just that there didn’t exist sufficient opportunities for higher studies in their home countries. We
joined with student organizations across the province. Unfortunately it was a fight we didn’t win.
Yolande was active in all these efforts and struggles, kept up with her studies in Spanish (she had a gift for languages) and was also very
involved in other aspects of student life.
A few years later when SAWCC was being formed, Yolande got involved and Maria also came on board. I’ll always remember how the
day before our formal inauguration we’d had a South Asian student event at Concordia. There were a whole lot of gulab jamuns left over
and we thought, “Good idea! We’ll take them to the inauguration.” Not having a large enough space in the fridge we placed them on my
balcony overnight (it was late Fall and cold). Yolande spent the night at our place and the next day we went off to the inauguration, at a
hall in St. Mary’s Hospital, the space organized by Shakuntala Nowry, our first president, who was a doctor and attached to the hospital.
Gerald Godin, the Quebec Minister of Culture, a poet and a progressive man, formally inaugurated SAWCC (or SACC – South Asia Community Centre as it was then called).
While we were still students at Concordia, Yolande visited her family in India. I was also in India at the time and she and two cousins
took the train to Kolkata (Calcutta) to visit. They stayed with us. I had gone to Howrah station to meet them. The train arrived. I waited on
the platform and didn’t see them. Then I walked the length of the platform along the train, looking into the compartments from the windows, and still didn’t see them. Had they missed the train in Mumbai (Bombay)? This was long before cell phones. Had they arrived,
not seen me and made their way on their own? But they could get lost, be duped by ‘helpful’ touts who might take them on a merry
chase or circuitous cab ride, etc. Finally, reluctantly, I decided to turn back. When I reached home, there was Yolande and her cousins,
happily ensconced with my mother-in-law, chatting and laughing and eating breakfast. They had arrived, hadn’t seen me on the crowded platform and made their own way to our place! We had a good time together during their visit.
What I remember of Yolande is her energy, her brilliance, her commitment, her ability to motivate people and get things done, her
feistiness, (my mother-in-law nicknamed her goonda meye [goonda girl], her sense of humour and her rich laugh – which could go on for
a while, her respect for folk and their differing abilities, her friendship and loyalty. Yolande moved to Ottawa and we didn’t see much of
each other and didn’t keep in touch. I’d get news from time to time from Maria and we saw each other infrequently at events – some sad,
like funerals, others happier like marriages.
Yolande, you were an important part of my life. You touched many lives and made the world a better place!
Dolores

Page 17

Open letter by Gilda Lakatos on Roma Genocide Remembrance Day
August 2nd is the day to remember the genocide of Roma people in Europe during the Second World War, so that such atrocities
would never happen again. But the xenophobic extreme right is again on the rise in Europe.
Katalin Lakatos and her daughter Gilda, two Roma women from Hungary who have been fighting their deportation from Canada
since their refugee claim was refused over a year ago, have been ordered deported on 11 August.
Here is a letter that 17-year old Gilda wrote about her long, long struggle to remain in Canada, about why her family left Hungary
and does not want to return.
To find out how to support this family, http://www.solidarityacrossborders.org/en/rally-and-call-for-action-lakatos-familycalled-in-to-cbsa-on-thursday-expects-final-decision
***
2 August 2016
My name is Gilda. I am 17-years old and I am Roma. I came to Canada with my mother, my father, and my brother five years
ago. We came here to escape the racism, violence and discrimination we suffered in Hungary.
As a Roma family, we always lived in fear, but in the last years, things got worse. On television politicians were saying things
like, “Gypsies are parasites we must eliminate”. Groups of “skinheads” dressed as soldiers with Nazi flags marched around
Roma villages. They stopped in front of Roma houses and chanted, “Here you will die.” A family was killed. I was afraid to walk
in the streets by myself, especially after my mother made a complaint against the police about the death of my brother. We
were threatened and insulted sexually in the streets. These attitudes were everywhere. We couldn’t live a normal life.
In Hungary, school was difficult. Roma kids were separated from non-Roma Hungarian kids. We couldn’t play with the other
children. There were special classes just for Roma. Our teachers never came to the class and even when they were there they
didn’t answer our questions.
Racism in Hungary is everywhere, even in the hospitals. I was 11 when my other brother got very sick. We went to the hospital, but they didn’t want to help him. The doctors said there was nothing the matter with him and sent us home. Next day, he
was even worse, he vomited blood, he had a high fever, and he couldn’t even get out of bed or walk. We called the doctor to
come but he said he was too busy.
Next morning, he could hardly breathe, my father carried him to the hospital and the doctors had to send him to Budapest because his life was in danger. In Budapest, his heart stopped and he fell into a coma for five days.
It was the second time that I almost lost a brother to racism and discrimination. The doctor told us that it could have been
avoided if he had been seen earlier. In Hungary, Roma are often refused treatment by doctors. For my mother it was even
more difficult, just when she had started to feel better she almost lost another son. My parents were both very depressed. We
didn’t know what to do, it was just too much.
Thank goodness, my brother awoke from the coma but we could no longer put up with it all. We came to Canada.
For five years in Canada, we had a good life. I was in school and was treated like other kids. I did well, there were school activities like a volunteer programme at an old age home for women, I learned to speak French, and to play basketball.
I made lots of friends at school. We went out and did things together. We talk regularly and they support me a lot. They helped
me get through my past; gave me hope, they made me feel like everything was possible. This was so important to me, because in Hungary, I didn’t have non-Roma friends, nobody would talk to us because we are Roma. They would say, “we don’t
talk to Gypsies.” I don’t want to lose my Canadian friends.
I feel hopeless when I think of my future. I don’t understand why we were refused, why they want to send us back to Hungary.
In April 2015, our refugee claim was refused. In September we put in an application for permanent residence on humanitarian
grounds. In October we asked to be able to stay in Canada until there was a response on our humanitarian application. We felt
terrible when they refused to allow us to wait for a response.
This was one of the most difficult times for my family. For five years, we had been able to live a normal life. We were like others for the first time, we were safe. We had such hope. The idea of returning to Hungary brings back all these memories; the
slogans, the constant discrimination in all parts of our lives – school, work, hospital, in the streets. There is no escaping it, anywhere.
They ordered us to leave Canada on October 30th. We stayed and became “non status”, at risk of being arrested and deported
at any time.
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Open letter by Gilda Lakatos on Roma Genocide Remembrance Day (con’t)
Because of this, I couldn’t finish high school. After the deportation order, I was afraid of continuing school. My classmates asked
what was going on with me and my family and it was humiliating to have to explain my story and why I had to stop school.
In March, my father and brother were arrested during a routine police check of the car they were traveling in. After they were
detained, my mother and I turned ourselves in to Immigration on March 8 th. We were put in detention in Laval. We were in a kind
of prison for 10 days. This was very hard on my mother and me. We were placed in a segregated section. We were alone with
our thoughts and had nothing to do except think about all that had happened to us and what would happen to us back in Hungary.
My brother and father were deported a few days after we were put in detention. Now they are living in a lot of insecurity in Hungary. I am worried about my father. He tells me that he can’t sleep or eat. My mother and I are always worried about something
happening to them.
I am also worried for my mother; her health is not good. The death of my oldest brother was very hard on her. Since his death she
has suffered from depression a lot of the time. The uncertainty we have been living since our refugee claim was refused in April
2015 really affected her, and almost every difficulty has become too much for her. After we got out of the Laval detention centre,
she didn’t get out of bed for three days. She hardly talked for those three days. I didn’t know what to do.
I am trying really hard but it is not easy. All these things have left a mark on me, forever. When I think about it, I become very
stressed, I am afraid.
It is hard for me to even think about going back to Hungary. In Canada, I can live a normal life. I have dreams for the future, for
my life in Canada. I want to continue school, finish high school, go to CEGEP and then university. I would like to work as a manager in a business or become a lawyer …
On May 12th, we were supposed to be deported to Hungary but we appealed to the minister to stay. With the help of friends and
organizations who are supporting us, we got a temporary permit to stay until July 16 th. I was relieved but also disappointed because we could still be deported. We were still in complete uncertainty.
And now we have been asked once again to leave, this time August 11 th.
I am doing my best to not think about it. I am doing my best to be positive, help my family and others in similar situations, and to
do everything possible to be able to stay here in Canada permanently.
These are the reasons that I am appealing to be given the chance to stay. With my family, I want to continue to build my future
here, in Canada, which is also my country.
Thank you!
Gilda Lakatos

California Passes Textbook Standards Including 'Comfort Women,' Sikhs
Jul 18 2016
by Frances Kai-Hwa Wang
California's State Board of Education approved a new History-Social Science Framework for California Public Schools Thursday,
adding changes on a wide variety of topics, including "comfort women" in World War II, the Bataan Death March and the Battle of
Manila, discrimination faced by Sikh Americans, and the roles of LGBTQ community in U.S. and California history, according to
the California Department of Education.
In this Tuesday, May 17, 2016 photo, Executive Director Korean American Forum of California, Phyllis Kim poses for a photo at
the Galleria Market in Koreatown district of Los Angeles. Kim pushed for inclusion of Asian comfort women in the curriculum.
Nick Ut / AP
"Hundreds of people representing broad perspectives contributed to the development of this important tool for teachers and
classrooms," Michael Kirst, State Board of Education president, said in a statement. "The new Framework will help guide classroom instruction at each grade level and will be used with other instructional resources to ensure all students have a broad understanding of history."
Many celebrated the changes to the framework, which came after what the California Department of Education called "an unprecedented amount of public comments," including more than 700 public comments during the online survey period, more than
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10,000 email comments during the second field review, and many suggested edits and counter-edits.
"These changes are important for all California students and for the South Asian American community, in that through grassroots organization South Asian American organizers were able to beat back a well-funded Hindu fundamentalist lobby to ensure the facts were taught about the Dalit, Sikh, Ravidassia, Buddhist, and Muslim communities," Thenmozhi Soundararajan, a
Dalit-American activist, co-founder of Dalit History Month, and part of the South Asian Histories for All Coalition, told NBC
News.
A frame taken from the webcast for a November California Instructional Quality Commission meeting, where dozens of Indian
Americans made public comments regarding proposed changes to sixth and seventh grade textbooks.
"From the beginning of this process, HAF never sought to minimize the history or contributions of any other community. We in
fact had submitted comments that encouraged a more inclusive view of both California and world history," Samir Kalra, a
spokesperson for the Hindu American Foundation, told NBC News. "Our comments, which many academics and an unprecedented coalition of government, interfaith, and community leaders have vouched for, speak to the evolution of Hinduism and
call for contextualizing Indian history. Our efforts were focused on a more inclusive and equitable frameworks document."
On the day of the vote, hundreds testified in one-minute comments for over five hours. Nearly one hundred people from South
Asian Histories For All (SAHFA) — a multi-ethnic, multi-faith, inter-caste coalition of 25 organizations — testified for specific
changes regarding historical inaccuracies and bias in the portrayal of Islam, Sikhism, Dalits, caste, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
more. Others urged the inclusion of Filipino Americans in the farm workers movement, ethnic studies, Latino American history, and concerns about bullying. Some Hindu and Japanese speakers wanted references to caste and patriarchy in Indian history and "comfort women" during World War II reduced or removed.
"This is not just an enormous victory in California, but also for the entire nation," Harjit Kaur, the Sikh Coalition's California
Community Development Manager, said in a statement. "California, given its influence on the national educational system, will
continue to set the precedent for this process in other states."
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/california-passes-textbook-standards-including-comfort-women-sikhsn611501

MAHASWETA DEVI
MAHASWETA DEVI …was a Bengali fiction writer, a social activist, a crusader for the tribal communities, and a feminist.
Mahasweta Devi was born in undivided India's Dhaka (now in Bangladesh) in 1926 into a family of writers. Her father, Manish
Ghatak, was a 'litterateur' of the Kallol era, and her mother, Dharitri Devi, was a writer-cum-social activist. She was also a niece to
renowned filmmaker Rittik Ghatak.
The bold voice of feminism
…described as one of the boldest female writers in India. She was the author behind award-winning Hindi films Rudaali and
Hazaar Chaurasi Ki Maa, both of which delved into the lives of ordinary Indian women as wives and mothers.
In a stoic voice, Devi told the Breast Stories, an assortment of short stories about women identified as objects limited to the usefulness of their bodies. Then, there was the story of Draupadi which straddled the issues of atrocities based on caste and gender
through the life a tribal (indigenous) woman. …
As she wrote about women's rights, Devi chose to end her own marriage to a renowned playwright to seek space for herself.
Shreya Biswas, “Who was Mahasweta Devi?” 28 July 2016
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/mahasweta-devi-dies-at-90-bengali-writer-social-activist/1/726438.html
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Indefatigable chronicler of the oppressed
Antara Dev Sen, The Hindu, 29 July 2016
http://www.thehindu.com/books/mahasweta-devi-indefatigable-chronicler-of-the-oppressed/article8912250.ece?
utm_source=InternalRef&utm_medium=relatedNews&utm_campaign=RelatedNews

As the voice of the disempowered, she had an incredibly powerful in-your-face literary style.
“I don’t want to die,” she said, “I want to live forever.” There was so much to do, so much to write about. If she did die, however,
she wanted to be buried and a mahua tree planted on her grave. On July 28, Mahasweta Devi, 90, cut loose the ties that bound
her to mortal life and set off to live forever. Her deeply political novels, short stories and columns have nurtured generations of
readers of Bengali literature. One of the most widely translated authors of contemporary India, she has readers the world over.
She was already in foreverland.
A deeply political writer and social activist, Mahasweta Devi fiercely championed the rights of the marginalised and the dispossessed. Women, tribal people, Dalits, landless farmers, migrant labour, prostitutes, young idealists — she firmly stood by them.
And among all those she campaigned for, she was most vocal as a crusader for tribal rights — particularly the rights of denotified
tribes of Bengal like the Kheria Shabors and the Lodhas. She wrote about them, spoke about them, set up voluntary organisations
for them, collected donations for their welfare, braved legal battles for their rights. She also edited Bortika, a magazine documenting the concerns of the dispossessed in their own words.
Because Mahasweta Devi — Padma Vibhushan, winner of the Jnanpith, Magsaysay and Sahitya Akademi awards among numerous others — could never be just a writer. For the daughter of eminent poet and novelist Manish Ghatak, niece of filmmaker
Rittwik Ghatak, the girl who partly grew up in Rabindranath Tagore's Santiniketan, who married left-wing playwright and actor
Bijon Bhattacharya, and taught English literature, writing came easy.
But it was always a means to an end. At first it was for the money. Then to document change. Then it was to disseminate information that she was keen to share. “I want to reach as many people as possible,” she said. “I write for the masses.”
Conscience-keeper
Which was not an easy thing to do, given the deeply disturbing stuff she wrote. She wrote about the ruthless colonising of the
land, the communities, the cultures and even the bodies of those marginalised by the mainstream. As the voice of the disempowered and the conscience-keeper of her times, she prioritised content over form, and developed an incredibly powerful in-yourface literary style. Direct, brutal, often mixing bits of tribal dialect with sophisticated urban Bengali, and only sometimes lapsing
into beautiful imagery.
Because within that fierce crusader for the dispossessed, who raged against middle class values, was a soft core that valued
beauty, loved to sing Rabindrasangeet, had a fantastic sense of humour, wrote delightful stories for children and was a keen observer of human life. “The right to dream should be the first fundamental right,” she said.
In essence, Mahasweta was a chronicler of oral history and a lobbyist for change. From British-era tribal hero Birsa Munda, fictionalised in Aranyer Adhikar (The Right to the Forest), to the struggle in Nandigram and Singur, she spoke out for the oppressed.
Her decades-long demands for the rights of the disempowered, for a more humane society cutting across class, caste, ethnicity,
gender and religion, sadly, are still relevant.
So when you see women in Argentina protesting restrictions by breastfeeding in public, you remember Mahasweta’s Gangor,
the young tribal mother who was horribly tormented by the police because someone took a photo of her breastfeeding her baby
and published it. When you hear of Odisha’s Dongria Kondh tribe’s historic victory against Vedanta, the powerful multinational
corporation intent on mining in the land where the tribal gods reside in the form of forests and hills, you remember the little people in Shishu (Children), the neglected ones whose beliefs are trampled upon, who are forced out of their own land by mining
projects and made into criminals by the greed of the mainstream.
The debate over AFSPA reminds you of Dopdi in Draupadi, the woman who continues to roar against the armed forces even as
they brutalise her. Or of Sujata, the mother of a slain Naxalite, in Hajar Churashir Ma (The Mother of 1084). The apathy of an increasingly selfish society that discards elderly parents reminds us of Yashoda in Stanyadayini (The Wet Nurse). Mahasweta lives
among us. Even without the mahua tree.
(Antara Dev Sen is editor of ‘The Little Magazine’)
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Before, during, after Pride: Sikhs in solidarity with Black Lives Matter
By Sophia Reuss July 11, 2016
Let's be clear: questioning the "appropriateness" of Black Lives Matter Toronto's action at pride, weighing in on their
"strategy" or claiming they "hijacked" Pride is racist. The notion that Black Lives Matter Toronto (BLMTO) is self-serving is also
racist. More than that, it's just plain wrong.
"BLMTO is giving pride back to the communities [...] not just speaking for themselves, they're standing up for [Indigenous
peoples], for other [vulnerable communities], they're saying: why can't everyone have ownership over their own community,"
Mita Hans, a Sikh community organizer and a co-founder of BuddyUpTO, told rabble in a phone interview.
BLMTO staged a sit in at Pride parade last Sunday to demand the reinstatement of funding and support for community spaces
for marginalized communities at Pride TO.
"Our movement is intersectional by choice and by necessity," Janaya Khan, an organizer with BLMTO, told rabble in a text
message. "Choice because we believe principally in 'all of us or none of us' and this is all of our fight. Necessity because racialized and oppressed people in Canada have such a deep experience of isolation."
Pride pinkwashing Blockorama
Blockorama, a Pride stage organized by Blackness Yes! for the past 18 years, gave Hans a "feeling of coming home."
The Blockorama staged was filled with "people like me, people of colour who were not being hurt, who were not being derided for sexuality [...] there was a sea of brown bodies and our partners and our friends and it was beautiful," Hans told rabble.
Blocko -- as many refer to it -- has attracted up to 25,000 participants throughout a day.
In 2007, Pride TO moved Blocko from the Wellesley Street parking lot, which would be used for a TD-sponsored stage, to the
smaller parking lot of a Beer Store.
"[The parking lot] wasn't equipped to handle us" said Hans. The crowd was so dense at the 2007 event that emergency medical
services could not reach a pregnant woman having a seizure.
This replacement underscores what many have called out as the corporatization and "pink-washing" of Toronto's Pride, and
specifically the erasure of Pride's roots in activism.

Photo by Rupi Kaur
Blocko was held in George Hislop Park for the next two years, "a tiny muddy little field" about four blocks north of the Pride
hub.
After a two-year tenure at George Hislop, Pride TO tried to move Blocko again, this time to Alexander Street parkette, which
Hans says was considerably smaller and less safe.
Hans remembers participating in community town halls, petitions, and meetings with Tracey Sandilands, Executive Director of
Pride TO, before Blackness Yes! was able to secure Blocko a spot back in George Hislop Park.
"[BLMTO] didn't come out of nowhere, they've been here the entire time," Hans says.
BLMTO's demands on Pride include a reinstatement of the South Asian stage, doubled funding for Blockorama, more support
for all community stages, and the prioritization of Black transwomen, Indigenous people and "others from vulnerable communities at Pride TO." The group also demanded for the removal of all police floats.
While Pride TO accepted the demands during the parade, the organization has since backtracked, claiming they did not agree
to remove all police floats.
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Hans affirms that the Sikh community supports BLMTO's demands "unconditionally" and argues that "[BLMTO] are wonderful allies."
Solidarity in langar seva
Hans also described how BLMTO participated in langar seva, whereby "our mandate is to feed everybody that comes, seva is selfless service, the ego doesn't come into it. We just go in there and feed everybody who is there."
The group "started a partnership with the Indigenous grassroots street patrol" who were also working with BLMTO.
Hans and other members of the Sikh community did langar seva "in a gesture of solidarity" when BLMTO was camped out outside
the police headquarters College for two weeks this spring to protest the SIU's decision not to press charges against the officer
who shot and killed Andrew Loku in his apartment building.

Photo by Mita Hans
Loveleen Kaur, a member of the Sikh community, told rabble in a telephone interview that "we were able to get 40 Sikhs out within three days, we served 200 plates of food [provided by the Rexdale Gurdwara (Sikh Temple)] and 500 cups of tea" for the rally
in March to mark the one week of BLMTO's tent city on College.
"Tent city is a perfect example of solidarity in action," said Khan, citing the art and solidarity campaigns of the Sikh community as
well.
BLMTO also gave the Sikh organizers clothes and blankets that they had been donated, which the organizers then gave to people
on the streets.
"A lot of people on the street are grateful to BLMTO and they don't even know because never once was it mentioned who the donors were in the spirit of selfless seva," said Hans. BLMTO never asked for their name to be used.
'None of us will succeed without each other'
"My community, the Sikh community, is completely in solidarity with BLMTO," said Hans. "We offer our support unconditionally
and quite enthusiastically."
Both Hans and Kaur talked about the importance of allyship with BLMTO.
"Where [the Sikh and South Asian communities] are still struggling with this model minority label, BLMTO is doing the work that
our communities are not ready, or organized, or willing to do just yet," Kaur told rabble.
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Before, during, after Pride: Sikhs in solidarity with Black Lives Matter

Photo by Mita Hans
BLMTO's organizing against police violence and carding specifically, whereby Black and brown folks are disproportionately
stopped by the police, is "valuable" and "important" for the Sikh community says Kaur.
"I remember what it was like being a brown kid with my brown and Black friends and being pulled over and stopped by the police all the time. We're criminalizing brown and Black folks before they've even done anything," Kaur explained.
Kaur emphasized that "Black folks have been fighting for police accountability for decades in Toronto [...] and we all need to be
standing in solidarity with that work because it only makes a more just society for the rest of us."
The support runs both ways: "truly, none of us will succeed without each other," says Khan.
Sophia Reuss is a Montreal-based writer, editor, and is a recent graduate of McGill University. She's interested in how online media
and journalism facilitate public accessibility and conversation. Sophia also writes and edits for the Alternatives International Journal.
She is rabble's current news intern.
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South Asian Women’s Community Centre
Centre communautaire des femmes sudasiatiques
1035 Rachel East (3rd floor A)
Montreal, Quebec
H2J2J5
Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
Email:
someone@example.comsawcc@bellnet.ca

Aug 9—Info session on MATCI
(10:30AM)
Aug 16—Info session on Consumer
Protection (10:30AM)
Aug 23—Info session on Breast Cancer (10:30AM)
Aug 30—Info session on How to talk
to kids about puberty (10:30AM)

www.sawcc-ccfsa.ca

9 août —session d’information sur
MATCI (10h30)
16 août—session d’information sur
la protection du consommateur
(10h30)
23 août—session d’information sur
le cancer du sein (10h30)
30 août—session d’information sur
comment parler de la puberté aux
enfants (10h30)
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